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in the House of Commons, where Mr. Lloyd
George was subjected to a kind of impeachment
by Mr. Asquith and the Opposition leaders.
ee This animal is wicked/' wrote the French
fabulist; "it defends itself/' Such seems to
be the feeling behind much of the fury pro-
voked by Mr. Lloyd George on such occasions.
Such events must be taken with tranquillity.
The mutual play of criticism and defence goes
to form the strength of our public life, and
Mr. Lloyd George is the last man to appeal
for mercy. Speaking this time in the House of
Commons on November 19th, he apologised for
nothing. He manfully stood his ground in
defence of the policy of the Versailles Council
He revealed the important fact that Lord
Kitchener was the first war-chief who proposed
closer co-operation between the Allies. Lord
Kitchener made that suggestion as far back as
January 1915. It was then far more difficult
to carry out. But the disasters of 1917 had
made it easier.
He made even a more startling revelation. It
was that the same proposal had been made in
July of that very year (1917), not by the states-
men, but by the soldiers at a meeting of the
Commanders - in - Chief at which Sir William
Robertson, General Cadorna, and General Foch
had been all present. So it was not true, as
suggested in so many quarters, that this was a
case of civilians forcing an idea of their own
upon reluctant soldiers.
Then Mr. Lloyd George passed to that spirited
personal defence of his Paris speech which has